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Coming soon to a bookshelf near you:
(Place your hold today!)

Staff Pick of the Month
“If you’re a fan of video games and epic fantasy stories, then you simply have to check out Salman Rushdie’s 2010 novel,
Luka and the Fire of Life.
Luka and the Fire of Life by Salman Rushdie

Forgotten Favorite
Pogue’s Basics: Life by David Pogue
Perfect for summer party weather comes a tip from Pogue's Basics: Life, by David Pogue. In case you're not familiar with
his "Basics" books, they are all chock-full of tips and tricks on varied topics, some of which you'll already know (how to
tell a hard-boiled egg from a raw one), but many more new and amazing. Here's one I didn't know: if you, like me, fill
your drinks-holding coolers with ice, there's a better way. To make the temperature colder than 32 degrees, to ensure
that all the drinks are evenly cooled, and to cool them off super fast, mix a cup or two of table salt or rock salt into the
cooler with the ice, to create salt water. Salt water can remain a liquid at a much colder temperature than regular water.
You can also quickly cool a watermelon or a bottle of wine this way. (Just be sure to wipe off any can's top surface before drinking, or
you'll get a lick of salt.)

Listen Up
The Magnolia Story by Chip and Joanna Gaines
This audiobook is a treat for fans of Fixer Upper because Chip and Joanna Gaines narrate this book like
they are on the show. From the very first renovation project they ever tackled together, to the project
that nearly cost them everything. From the childhood memories that shaped them, to the twists and turns
that led them to the life they share on the farm today.
Narrated by Chip and Joanna Gaines
Length: 5 hours
Read All Booked Up from home!
Delivered to your email inbox every month.
Sign up at windsorlibrary.com.
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Spotlight On: Dog Days of Summer
I always thought August was the "Dog Days" month, until my son told me he thought it was July. Turns out the term
comes from Ancient Greek; from which the Romans named the dog star Canis Majoris, which loyally followed Orion in
the night sky in the hottest days of summer, spanning July and August. Our beloved companions have enriched many
works of fiction and nonfiction, from mystery series to tales of veteran soldiers and country veterinarians, modern
romances, thrillers, literary fiction, and more. This month's spotlight is just a taste; visit our display in the Fiction room to
find more mystery series and other books featuring dogs.
Chet and Bernie (series) by Spencer Quinn
With a somewhat sarcastic dog doing much of the narration, you might think this is just a cute gimmick,
but these mysteries are very well written, and Chet is no cartoon dog. Quinn writes from the dog’s point of
view with realistic, humorous detail. Publisher’s Weekly, in a starred review, wrote, “Quinn radiates pure
comic genius . .. You don’t have to be a dog lover to enjoy this deliciously addictive series,” which I can
testify to, as I wasn’t a dog lover at the time I read the first book in this series, and loved it. Stephen King
wrote, “Spencer Quinn speaks two languages—suspense and dog—fluently. Sometimes funny, sometimes
touching, and in a few places terrifying, Dog On It has got more going for it than fifty of those cat cozies. The best thing
about the book is Chet, a canine Sam Spade full of joie de vivre. He’s a great character because he sums up what we all
love in dogs: how they love life, and how they love us.”
Walking the Dog by Elizabeth Swados
I loved this book for its descriptions of dogs of all kinds, and for the understanding the main character,
Carleen, develops of the many and varied dogs she walks. (Back story: after 25 years in prison, Carleen is
on parole and living in a halfway house in New York City, working as a dog walker and trainer.) The dogs
are an uncomplicated, happy relief from the labyrinthine and cruel human social interactions that have
made up the rest of her life. In a starred review, Kirkus wrote, "Among many great things about this book,
each of its many dogs practically leaps off the page. Carleen on black standard poodles: 'They demand
constant, unequivocal love and will leap into your lap as if they were toy versions of themselves and are insulted when
ordered to get off. They learn their commands instantly, but not because they are particularly smart. They’re more like
teenage boys who joined the army too soon and will do any discipline just to prove they can do it.'” I don’t read a lot of
literary fiction, but the masterful way Elizabeth Swados unpeels the full story of Carleen’s life and character, and the
dogs, kept me glued to every page for the entire book.
The Dog Walker by Leslie Schnur
Like "Walking the Dog," above, this novel's main character, Nina, walks dogs for a living (at least
temporarily), and the novel is greatly enriched by her descriptions of each one and her understanding of
their natures. Unlike the previous novel, this is a light, coming-of-age romance in the chick lit tradition. I
found it the perfect summer read--funny, with underlying threads of romantic obsession and a bit of
sadness (but not too much). A twin mix-up results in a surprisingly harsh plot twist (I won’t give it away),
but this is one of those books that, if you’re in the mood for a light but well written romance, with the plus
of many and varied dogs, you will love The Dog Walker. Plus, a bit of dog-matching mischief in the end is like the icing on
the cake.
James Herriot’s Dog Stories by James Herriot
If you’ve read any of James Herriott’s All Creatures Great and Small and later works, you’ll know his stories
are not just about the animals he treated in his Yorkshire farm country practice, but also about the
relationship between the practical, gruff farmers and their animals, and about his coming to understand
the unique Yorkshire culture. This collection of fifty stories includes some never before published in
America, and all of Herriott’s love of dogs and of the Yorkshire people shines throughout the book. I was
prompted to include it here by two spooky coincidences. First, about a week ago, a patron, not knowing I
was planning this “Dog Days” spotlight, told me about this book (thank you!); then, a few nights ago, Jesse
Thorn included a review of All Creatures Great and Small at the end his popular NPR program, “Bullseye.”

A Bloodhound to Die For by Virginia Lanier
Virginia Lanier's riveting bloodhound mysteries feature Jo Beth Sidden, a dog trainer, breeder, and tracker
in Georgia. The books are impossible to put down, driven by Jo Beth's work ethic and her search and
rescue operations, and all the author's fascinating, well-researched details about bloodhounds. A
Bloodhound to Die For is sixth in the series, but please don't hesitate to request the others--this series is
one of the few that truly stand out.
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