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Coming soon to a bookshelf near you:
(Place your hold today!)

Reading Challenge 2017: Re-read a Book You Loved as a Child
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and
courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.

Staff Pick of the Month
Victoria: A Novel of a Young Queen by Daisy Goodwin
Drawing on Queen Victoria’s diaries, which she first started reading when she was a student at Cambridge
University, Daisy Goodwin―creator and writer of the new PBS/Masterpiece drama Victoria (coming soon)
and author of the bestselling novels The American Heiress and The Fortune Hunter―brings the young
nineteenth-century monarch, who would go on to reign for 63 years, richly to life in this magnificent novel.

Listen Up
Vanessa and Her Sister by Priya Parmar
In 1905, Virginia and Vanessa Stephens and their brothers Thoby and Adrian moved to unfashionable, bohemian Bloomsbury. All in their twenties, orphaned and unmarried, they began holding Thursday night
gatherings in their unchaperoned, unconventional drawing room. Most of the young guests in that room
would become famous, breaking the old rules and blazing their own new paths. It is from Vanessa's point of
view at the center of this eccentric, charmed circle of artists and intellectuals that this novel is told, with unsparing honesty about their friendships, their love affairs, and in particular her own troubled relationship with her complicated, brilliant sister Virginia"-- Provided by publisher
Narrated by Emilia Fox, Clare Corbett, Julian Rhind-Tutt, Daniel Pirrie, and Anthony Calf
Length: 11 hours
Read All Booked Up from home!
Delivered to your email inbox every month.
Sign up at windsorlibrary.com.
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Spotlight on: Romance
For the month of Valentine’s Day, what is more appropriate than to highlight the romance genre? What we know and love
about romance fiction is not only the happy ending, but the intricate development of the love relationship between the
main characters. Everything else that happens, though it may add entertainment value, is secondary. A great romance
novel will always involve its readers’ emotions, giving us good feelings when the main characters achieve their happy
ending. Best of all, a wide range of settings, characters, and tone in this genre can capture the interest of any reader
looking for love between the sheets (of a book!).
Gothic
The original gothic romances of the late 18th and early 19th centuries were infused with mystery or horror
and set in dark, haunted castles or isolated moors. Gothic romances became popular again in the United
States in the 1960s. Modeled after Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre and Daphne du Maurier’s Rebecca, they
featured spirited young women--governesses or new brides--who go to live in gloomy mansions populated
by hostile servants, precocious children and darkly handsome men with mysterious pasts. Popular
practitioners of this genre included Victoria Holt, Mary Stewart, Catherine Cookson, Phyllis A. Whitney, and
Dorothy Eden.

Georgian and Regency
The Regency period in England (1811-1820), though relatively brief, has inspired a great wealth of romance
fiction. Jane Austen has served as the founding example for popular twentieth-century romance writers
such as Georgette Heyer, and, more currently, the always outstanding authors Mary Balogh, Loretta Chase,
and Grace Burrowes. Of Jane Austen it has been written, “She is particularly noted for her . . . lively interplay
of character, [and] her superb sense of comic irony” (The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia). The very same
could be said of Georgette Heyer and the best of the current writers in this sub-genre.

African-American Historical Romance
More works today than in the past are being published that feature people from a diverse array of cultures
and ethnicities. African-American historical romance began to be published only after a long fight by the
ground-breaking Beverly Jenkins. Her first historical romance featuring African-Americans was published in
1994 by Avon Books only after numerous rejections by other publishers. Another superb writer of AfricanAmerican historical romance is Beverly Jackson, who also writes contemporary romance fiction.

Contemporary Romance
If you prefer a modern setting but are still looking for African-American heroes and heroines, you might
enjoy the works of K.M. Jackson, Rochelle Alers, Kimberly Lawson Roby, Kayla Perrin, Pearl Cleage, Bertrice
Berry, and Francis Ray.
Sure bets for contemporary romances with humor are Jennifer Crusie, Susan Elizabeth Phillips, and Susan
Mallery. Katie Fforde writes more gentle contemporary romances that also include a touch of humor, and
her heroines range in age from twenties to forties.

LGBTQIA Romance
If you’re looking for LGBTQIA romance fiction, the library has a number of good choices, including Andre
Aciman’s Call Me By Your Name, a coming-of-age novel of love between two young men set on the Italian
Riviera, and David Ebershoff’s The Danish Girl , a heartbreaking tale based on the life of Einar Wegener, the
first man to have gender reassignment surgery. In Sarah Waters’s Tipping the Velvet, Nan falls for Miss Kitty,
a cross-dressing singer in 1890s England. When this novel debuted, The New York Times and The Library
Journal called it one of the best books of the year.
The Price of Salt by Patricia Highsmith is a cult classic alternately titled “Carol.” Two women abandon their daily routines
for the freedom of the open road, where their love can blossom, but this is one romance that may not have a happy
ending.
Paranormal and Fantasy Romance Fiction
Many romance authors interweave romance with paranormal and fantasy elements. Time travel romances
are written by Sandra Hill and Lynn Kurland. Jo Beverly, Jayne Castle (Jayne Anne Krentz), and Nora Roberts
have branched into fantasy-tinged romances. Many authors of fantasy include strong romantic elements in
their books, including Karen Marie Moning, Ilona Andrews, Patricia Briggs, and Charlaine Harris. Romance
readers will also enjoy the now hugely popular Outlander series by Diana Gabaldon. More exotic romance
choices involve heroes who are vampires, shapeshifting creatures such as werewolves, lion- or dragon-men,
and even, most recently, zombies. Something for everyone!
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