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Listen Up
An American Marriage by Tayari Jones
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of both the American Dream and the New
South. He is a young executive, and she is an artist on the brink of an exciting career. But as they
settle into the routine of their life together, they are ripped apart by circumstances neither could
have imagined. Roy is arrested and sentenced to twelve years for a crime Celestial knows he
didn't commit. Though fiercely independent, Celestial finds herself bereft and unmoored, taking
comfort in Andre, her childhood friend, and best man at their wedding. As Roy's time in prison
passes, she is unable to hold on to the love that has been her center. After five years, Roy's conviction is suddenly
overturned, and he returns to Atlanta ready to resume their life together.
Read by Sean Crisden and Eisa Davis
Length: 9 hours

A Top Pick of 2018
My Sister, the Serial Killer: A Novel by Oyinkan Braithwaite
Satire meets slasher in this short, darkly funny hand grenade of a novel about a Nigerian woman whose
younger sister has a very inconvenient habit of killing her boyfriends. "Pulpy, peppery and sinister, served up
in a comic deadpan...This scorpion-tailed little thriller leaves a response, and a sting, you will remember,”
says the New York Times.
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Spotlight on: Black History Month
Black History Month began as a way for remembering important people and events in the history of the African
diaspora. It is celebrated annually in the United States in February. Here are stories that highlight parts of the black
history experience.
Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American History, 1513-2008 by Henry Louis Gates Jr.
A distinguished scholar surveys, with lavish illustrations, 500 years of the African-American experience.
This is an excellent place to start to study the sweep of African-American history.

Kindred by Octavia Butler
Dana, a modern black woman, is celebrating her twenty-sixth birthday with her new husband when she
is snatched abruptly from her home in California and transported to the antebellum South. Rufus, the
white son of a plantation owner, is drowning, and Dana has been summoned to save him. Dana is
drawn back repeatedly through time to the slave quarters, and each time the stay grows longer, more
arduous, and more dangerous until it is uncertain whether or not Dana's life will end, long before it has
a chance to begin. In 2017, this classic book was also adapted as a graphic novel by Damian Duffy &
John Jennings.
The Color Purple by Alice Walker
The story of two sisters--one a missionary to Africa and the other a child wife living in the South--who
remain loyal to one another across time, distance, and silence. This moving book has been made into a
movie and a Broadway musical.

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. When Caesar, a recent arrival from Virginia, tells her
about the Underground Railroad, they decide to take a terrifying risk and escape. Though they manage
to find a station and head north, they are being hunted. Their first stop is South Carolina, in a city that
initially seems like a haven. But the city's placid surface masks an insidious scheme designed for its black
denizens. And even worse: Ridgeway, the relentless slave catcher, is close on their heels. Forced to flee
again, Cora embarks on a harrowing flight, state by state, seeking true freedom

The Keepers of the House by Shirley Ann Grau
Entrenched on the same land since the early 1800s, the Howlands have, for seven generations, been
pillars of their Southern community. Extraordinary family lore has been passed down to Abigail Howland,
but not all of it. When shocking facts come to light about her late grandfather William’s relationship with
Margaret Carmichael, a black housekeeper, the community is outraged, and quickly gathers to vent its
fury on Abigail. Alone in the house the Howlands built, she is at once shaken by those who have
betrayed her and determined to punish the town that has persecuted her and her kin.

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Isabel Wilkerson chronicles one of the great untold stories of American
history: the decades-long migration of black citizens who fled the South for northern and western cities,
in search of a better life. From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of almost six million people changed the face of
America.

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
A novel of breathtaking sweep and emotional power that traces three hundred years in Ghana and
along the way also becomes a truly great American novel. Extraordinary for its exquisite language, its
implacable sorrow, its soaring beauty, and for its monumental portrait of the forces that shape families
and nations, Homegoing heralds the arrival of a major new voice in contemporary fiction.
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