
 

Forgotten Favorite 

Biting the Moon by Martha Grimes 
A young woman wakes up in a New Mexico bed-and-breakfast with no memory of who she is. The proprietor 
tells her that her "Daddy" will soon return. Though she remembers nothing about herself or her family, she 
knows the man is not her father. Taking money from his jacket and a gun, she flees into the wilderness. 
Though this book requires some suspension of disbelief about how much these two teens are able to 
accomplish, what thriller does not? Martha Grimes is a master writer who knows how to construct 
characters you care about and a plot with intriguing details and plenty of twists and action to keep the pages 

turning. I loved this departure from her Richard Jury mystery series. 
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Coming soon to a bookshelf near you: 
(Place your hold today!) 

House of Gold by Natasha Solomons 
While you're waiting for Martha Hall Kelly's new novel Lost Roses, due out April 9, try Natasha Solomons' 
2018 novel, House of Gold. 
From the New York Times bestselling author of The House at Tyneford, this is an epic family saga about a 
headstrong Austrian heiress who will be forced to choose between the family she's made and the family 
that made her at the outbreak of World War I. 
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No, But I Read the Book 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress by Dai Sijie 
This enchanting tale, available in paper and as an audiobook (Overdrive), was made into a movie by the 
same name (available through your Windsor Public Library Kanopy subscription).   
It is about the magic of reading and the wonder of romantic awakening. Two hapless city boys are exiled to a 
remote mountain village for re-education during China's infamous Cultural Revolution. There they meet the 
daughter of a local tailor and discover a hidden stash of Western classics in Chinese translation. As they flirt 
with the seamstress and secretly devour these banned works, they find transit from their grim surroundings 

to worlds they never imagined. 

While You’re Waiting 

Read All Booked Up from home! Sign up for our email newsletter at windsorlibrary.com. 

http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2169533__Sthe other widow__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2133088__Slast mile__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2124893__S15th affair__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2180624__Sdream home__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2131128__Smiss julia inherits a mess__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2131118__Sthe 14th colony__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2166452__Shide away__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2130601__Smost wanted__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt


Windsor Library Reading Challenge: Read a Book Set in or About Asia 

Every year, the Windsor Public Library Reading Challenge asks you to read one book in each of twelve different categories. 

This month our Spotlight feature is one of the categories: Read a book set in or about Asia. Let's travel halfway around the globe to 
settings that may be unfamiliar to us. 

 

The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen 

This debut novel from Nguyen  won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2016. The protagonist is a communist double 
agent,  the illegitimate child – of a young Vietnamese woman from a village and a French catholic priest – who 
struggles with a sense of a double identity from a young age. But his character gives a voice to the Vietnam War 
from a non-American perspective. After being educated in America in the 1960s, he returns to Vietnam, but the fall 
of Saigon forces everyone out, and he later seeks refuge in California. This thriller of a novel draws on immigration, 
war and politics, but at its heart, it explores the idea of a dual identity. 

 

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy  

Arundhati Roy’s modern classic is equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and piercing political 
drama. The seven-year-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken irrevocably by the arrival of their 
beautiful young cousin, Sophie. It is an event that will lead to an illicit liaison and tragedies accidental and 
intentional, exposing “big things [that] lurk unsaid” in a country drifting dangerously toward unrest. Lush, lyrical, 
and unnerving, The God of Small Things is an award-winning landmark that started for its author an esteemed 
career of fiction and political commentary that continues unabated. 

 

Across The Nightingale Floor by Lian Hearn 

In an ancient, mythical Japan, a village lad is suddenly thrust into the midst of sinister warlords.  When his entire 
family is murdered by an evil warlord, Takeo becomes the adopted son of Lord Shigeru and learns of his true 
heritage as one of the Tribe, a clan of assassins with supernatural powers. When his adopted father becomes the 
victim of treachery, Takeo faces a choice between loyalty to his past and to his new and perilous future. If you like 
fantasy, this first of a trilogy vividly evokes an imaginary Japan. 

 

 
Rebel Queen by Michelle Moran 

When the British Empire sets its sights on India in the mid-nineteenth century, it expects a quick and easy 
conquest ... But when they arrive in the Kingdom of Jhansi, the British army is met with a surprising challenge. 
Instead of surrendering, Queen Lakshmi raises two armies--one male and one female--and rides into battle, 
determined to protect her country and her people. Although her soldiers may not appear at first to be formidable 
against superior British weaponry and training, Lakshmi refuses to back down from the empire determined to take 
away the land she loves. 

 

Peony in Love by Lisa See 

For young Peony, betrothed to a suitor she has never met, these lyrics from The Peony Pavilion mirror her own 
longings. In the garden of the Chen Family Villa, amid the scent of ginger, green tea, and jasmine, a small theatrical 
troupe is performing scenes from this epic opera, a live spectacle few females have ever seen. Like the heroine in 
the drama, Peony is the cloistered daughter of a wealthy family, trapped like a good-luck cricket in a bamboo-and-
lacquer cage. Though raised to be obedient, Peony has dreams of her own. 

 

The Plotters by Un-Su Kim 
 
Earning a starred review from Publishers Weekly, The 
Plotters is "a powerful, surreal political thriller, in 
which assassination is a business 'driven by market 
forces.'" Set in South Korea, the plot is entertaining as 
an action-thriller with a slightly comic undertone. But 
the stories told by the characters and the story in the 
book itself also serve as allegories, prompting a 
deeper engagement for readers who enjoy puzzling 

out more profound hidden meanings. 
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Did you know that Asian-

Americans from 18 different 

countries make up most of the 

new U.S. immigrant population? 

For a great book on the history 

of Asian Americans, try 

Strangers from a Different Shore 

by Ronald Takaki. 


