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Staff Pick 

Listen Up 

The Care and Feeding of Ravenously Hungry Girls by Anissa Gray 
 
The Butler family has had their share of trials—as sisters Althea, Viola, and Lillian can attest—but nothing 
prepared them for the literal trial that will upend their lives. 
Althea, the eldest sister and substitute matriarch, is a force to be reckoned with and her younger sisters 
have alternately appreciated and chafed at her strong will. They are as stunned as the rest of the small 
community when she and her husband Proctor are arrested, and in a heartbeat the family goes from one 
of the most respected in town to utter disgrace. The worst part is, not even her sisters are sure exactly 
what happened. 
As Althea awaits her fate, Lillian and Viola must come together in the house they grew up in to care for 

their sister’s teenage daughters. What unfolds is a stunning portrait of the heart and core of an American family in a story 
that is as page-turning as it is important. (goodreads.com) 

Meet Ove. He's a curmudgeon - the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were 
burglars caught outside his bedroom window. People call him "the bitter neighbor from hell." But 
behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty 
young couple with two chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally 
flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats and 
unexpected friendship. All of which will change one cranky old man and a local residents' 
association to their very foundations. 
 

  A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman 
  Narrated by George Newbern 
  Length: 9 hours 

Read All Booked Up from home! Sign up for our email newsletter at windsorlibrary.com. 

http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2169533__Sthe other widow__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2133088__Slast mile__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
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http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2131128__Smiss julia inherits a mess__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2131118__Sthe 14th colony__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2166452__Shide away__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2130601__Smost wanted__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt


Windsor Library Reading Challenge: Read a Short Story 

Frog Hollow: Stories from an American Neighborhood by Susan Campbell 

Writing this book was "a labor of love for author Susan Campbell. While she describes the history 
and present-day reality of Hartford's Frog Hollow (Park Street) neighborhood in a way that 
illuminates forces that have blighted many U.S. cities, her appreciation for its unique economic 
and multicultural vibrancy also shape the stories in this book. Campbell is engagingly humorous as 
well as clear-eyed. She writes, "I am excited to share my book, 'Frog Hollow: Stories From an 
American Neighborhood,' which has gone by multiple names in vitro, including 'Searching for the 
American Dream in Frog Hollow,' and 'When Will I Finish This Damn Book, D’Ya Think?'" 

 

Everyday People: The Color of Life edited by Jennifer Baker 

This is a thoughtfully curated anthology of short stories that presents new and renowned work by 
established and emerging writers of color. It illustrates the dynamics of character and culture that 
reflect familial strife, political conflict, and personal turmoil through an array of stories that reveal 
the depth of the human experience.  

 

 

Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage  by Alice Munro 

In the her tenth collection (the title story of which is the basis for the new film Hateship Loveship), 
Alice Munro achieves new heights, creating narratives that loop and swerve like memory, and 
conjuring up characters as thorny and contradictory as people we know ourselves. 

A tough-minded housekeeper jettisons the habits of a lifetime because of a teenager’s practical 
joke. A college student visiting her brassy, unconventional aunt stumbles on an astonishing secret 
and its meaning in her own life. An incorrigible philanderer responds with unexpected grace to his 
wife’s nursing-home romance. Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage is Munro at 

her best, tirelessly observant, serenely free of illusion, deeply and gloriously humane. 

Close Range: Wyoming Stories by Annie Proulx  

Annie Proulx's masterful language and fierce love of Wyoming are evident in this collection of 
stories about loneliness, quick violence, and wrong kinds of love. In "The Mud Below," a rodeo 
rider's obsession marks the deepening fissures between his family life and self-imposed isolation. 
In "The Half-Skinned Steer," an elderly fool drives west to the ranch he grew up on for his 
brother's funeral, and dies a mile from home. In "Brokeback Mountain," the difficult affair 
between two cowboys survives everything but the world's violent intolerance 

 

A Manual for Cleaning Women by Lucia Berlin 

I read the first story in this collection with increasing interest; the author's wry humor and talent 
captured my sheer delight by halfway into page two. Like great poets, Lucia Berlin has a talent for 
illuminating occurrences we've all experienced but never thought about until she puts them into 
words. The moment of recognition--of our unique selves but also of our human commonality--
imparts a jolt of awareness, clarity, or up-lift. From the fly-leaf: "With grit, humor, and a blend of 
wit and melancholy all her own, Berlin crafts miracles from the everyday, uncovering moments of 
grace in the Laundromats and halfway houses of the American Southwest." This collection earned 
multiple starred reviews. 

 

The Veteran: Five Heart-Stopping Stories by Frederick Forsyth 

Combining sharp detail, fully realized characters, and clever last minute twists, these five stories 
by this classic crime novelist are small gems polished to perfection. Revenge, mystery, murder, 
deception--all the main themes of Forsyth's best novels are represented here in stories that 
showcase the author's ability to capture character and generate suspense in remarkably few 
words.  
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