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No, But I Read the Book 

Listen Up 

Playing the Enemy: Nelson Mandela and the Game that Made a Nation by John Carlin 
 
Starring Matt Damon and Morgan Freeman, Invictus is about the newly elected President Mandela and his 
belief that he can bring his people together through the universal language of sport, Mandela rallies South 
Africa's underdog rugby team as they make an unlikely run to the 1995 World Cup Championship match. 

Daisy is a girl coming of age in L.A. in the late sixties, sneaking into clubs on the Sunset Strip, sleeping 
with rock stars, and dreaming of singing at the Whisky a Go Go. The sex and drugs are thrilling, but it’s 
the rock ’n’ roll she loves most. This is Daisy of Daisy Jones and the Six. The making of that legend is 
chronicled in this riveting and unforgettable novel, written as an oral history of one of the biggest 
bands of the seventies. Taylor Jenkins Reid is a talented writer who takes her work to a new level 
with Daisy Jones & The Six, brilliantly capturing a place and time in an utterly distinctive voice. 
 

Daisy Jones and the Six by Taylor Jenkins Reid 
Narrated By Jennifer Beals, Benjamin Bratt, etc. 
Length: 9 hours 

Read All Booked Up from home! Sign up for our email newsletter at windsorlibrary.com. 
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Windsor Library Reading Challenge: Read a Book Set in or About Africa 

The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith 

This first novel in Alexander McCall Smith’s widely acclaimed The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency 
series tells the story of the delightfully cunning and enormously engaging Precious Ramotswe, who 
is drawn to her profession to “help people with problems in their lives.” Immediately upon setting 
up shop in a small storefront in Gaborone, she is hired to track down a missing husband, uncover a 
con man, and follow a wayward daughter. But the case that tugs at her heart, and lands her in 
danger, is a missing eleven-year-old boy, who may have been snatched by witchdoctors. 

 

Out of Africa by Isak Dinesen 

In this book, the author of Seven Gothic Tales gives a true account of her life on her plantation in 
Kenya. She tells with classic simplicity of the ways of the country and the natives: of the beauty of 
the Ngong Hills and coffee trees in blossom: of her guests, from the Prince of Wales to Knudsen, the 
old charcoal burner, who visited her: of primitive festivals: of big game that were her near neighbors
--lions, rhinos, elephants, zebras, buffaloes--and of Lulu, the little gazelle who came to live with her, 
unbelievably ladylike and beautiful. 

 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 

A novel of breathtaking sweep and emotional power that traces three hundred years in Ghana and 
along the way also becomes a truly great American novel. Extraordinary for its exquisite language, its 
implacable sorrow, its soaring beauty, and for its monumental portrait of the forces that shape 
families and nations, Homegoing heralds the arrival of a major new voice in contemporary fiction.  

 

 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia 
(in what is now Nigeria) in the late 1800s, the book explores one man's futile resistance to the 
erosion of his Igbo traditions by British political and religious forces. His despair as his community 
capitulates to the powerful new order is vividly rendered in this classic novel. The subsequent two 
novels continue the tale over two more generations of Okonkwo's community. 

 

 

Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mendela 

Nelson Mandela is one of the great moral and political leaders of our time: an international hero 
whose lifelong dedication to the fight against racial oppression in South Africa won him the Nobel 
Peace Prize and the presidency of his country. Since his triumphant release in 1990 from more than 
a quarter-century of imprisonment, Mandela has been at the center of the most compelling and 
inspiring political drama in the world. 

 

419 by Will Ferguson 

A Canadian father dies in a car accident on a lonely road. His daughter, lonely copy-editor Laura 
Curtis, struggles to understand how her father could have lost the family home to an Internet scam. 
Far more than just a story of an accident investigation and a daughter's grief, 419 also tells the tale 
of the scammers in Nigeria, deftly weaving together historical and international context and the 
threads of each character's life. Author Ferguson develops all characters fully, accomplishing the 
amazing feat of evoking sympathy even for the criminal scammers.   

 

Stay with Me by Ayọ̀bámi Adébáyọ̀   

This celebrated, unforgettable first novel, shortlisted for the prestigious Women's Prize for Fiction 
and set in Nigeria, gives voice to both husband and wife as they tell the story of their marriage--and 
the forces that threaten to tear it apart. 
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