
The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid by Bill Bryson 
The irrepresible Bill Bryson brings us a a vivid, nostalgic, and utterly hilarious memoir of growing up in the 
1950s in  Des Moines, Iowa. Baby boomers will especially enjoy this walk down memory lane. 
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(Place your hold today!) 

No, But I Read the Book 

Listen Up 

Death on the Nile: A Hercule Poirot Mystery by Agatha Christie 
 
With the success of Murder on the Orient Express, Kenneth Brannagh resumes his role of Hercule Poirot in 
Death on the Nile. This movie is based on the Agatha Christie classic and will star others such as Annette 
Benning and Gal Gadot. 

Erin Morgenstern's second novel involves a Vermont graduate student who discovers a mysterious book of 
prisoner tales and recognizes a story from his own life before following clues to a magical underground 
library that is being targeted for destruction. 
 
The Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern 
Narrated by Dominic Hoffman, with Dion Graham, Bahni Turpin, Fiona Hardingham, Allan Corduner, and 
Jorjeana Marie 

                        Length: 18 hours 30 minutes 

Read All Booked Up from home! Sign up for our email newsletter at windsorlibrary.com. 

Staff Pick 



Windsor Library Reading Challenge: Read a Book with a Child Narrator 

 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

Living with a foster family in Germany during World War II, a young girl struggles to survive her day-
to-day trials through stealing anything she can get her hands on, but when she discovers the beauty 
of literature, she realizes that she has been blessed with a gift that must be shared with others, 
including the Jewish man hiding in the basement. 

 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon 

Enter the world of 15-year-old Christopher John Francis Boone, a boy on the autism spectrum who 
struggles to understand the world through his very literal, detail-oriented way of thinking. The 
adults he encounters sometimes do and sometimes don't try to understand him back. When he 
finds the neighbor's dog lying dead on her front lawn he decides to find out who killed the dog, 
because he loves dogs. And he decides to write a novel about his investigation. 

   
 

 

History of Wolves by Emily Fridlund 

 This book is  "propulsive, vividly written, laced with a razor’s chill and filled with imagery that’s 
impossible to forget. There is a constant sense of foreboding, of wondering when the truth will 
crash through the Minnesota ice. Linda is a loner, a teenage girl who walks to school and lives on a 
failed commune in the woods. But her life of solitude cracks open when her history teacher—whom 
she fantasizes about—is charged with child pornography. Outside of school, Linda begins to spend 
time with a young boy and his mother who moved into a house across the lake, but their family, like             

  her teacher, are not as they appear. Fridlund masterfully ratchets up the tension, exploding this  
  story of secrets and girlhood with crisp, cutting prose that will leave you shocked and in awe. A  
  remarkable novel, that just so happens to be a debut, by a fiercely talented writer." (Amazon Book  
  Review) 

 

 

Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward 

Set in the days leading up to Hurricane Katrina, this luminous and lyrical book  is narrated by 
fourteen-year-old Esch. Poor, motherless and pregnant, Esch lives with her father and her three 
brothers in the backwoods of Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, where life is often harsh and violent, nature 
brutal and unpredictable. The hurricane looms, but it is only one threat among many. Esch and her 
family are almost always hungry, rationing food, stealing supplies. Her father drinks; her older 
brother Skeetah breeds pitbulls to sell. Esch, a lover of Greek mythology, is wise beyond her years, a 
child without a childhood. But the story she’s telling isn’t one of victimhood. Though she doesn’t shy 

away from the ruthlessness that surrounds her, Esch manages to find its opposite: tenderness and wonder, and the 
unbreakable bonds of family love. (Literary Hub) 

 

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 

The spirit of fourteen-year-old Susie Salmon describes her murder, her surprise at her new home in 
heaven, and her witness to her family's grief, efforts to find the killer, and attempts to come to 
terms with what has happened. 
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