
Country Music: An Illustrated History by Dayton Duncan 
 
Country music is America’s music—which is to say, music from every culture and ethnicity. This essential 
guide is a lucid, jam-packed, richly illustrated companion to the Ken Burns documentary series. Check 
out both the book and DVD at the library. 
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No, But I Read the Book 

Listen Up 

Leave No Trace, a movie based on the book My Abandonment by Peter Rock (available as a Hoopla 
downloadable audiobook) 
 
In the book, thirteen-year-old Caroline and her father have lived for four years on the outskirts of Portland, 
Oregon, in Forest Park. He has homeschooled her using encyclopedias and books from the library while also 
teaching her a rigid code of behavior that enables them to survive in this wilderness. Yet one small mistake 
allows the authorities to discover them. Their forced relocation to a horse farm outside of the city becomes 
only a brief respite to their deeper flight from a world that can't understand them. The movie, starring Will 

Foster and Thomasin Harcourt Mckenzie, got a 100% rating on Rotten Tomatoes. 

A retired New York professor's life is thrown into chaos when he takes his great-nephew to Nice, 
where he plans to look into his own mother's wartime activities after uncovering a handful of puzzling 
photographs from her wartime years.  
 
Akin by Emma Donoghue                        
Narrated by Jason Culp                                   
Length: 11.5 hours 

Read All Booked Up from home! Sign up for our email newsletter at windsorlibrary.com. 

A Top Pick of 2019 
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Windsor Library Reading Challenge: Read a Book Set in the American South 

A new year is here and our 2020 Reading Challenge has begun! Each January, we ask our readers to challenge 
themselves by expanding their reading horizons and reading a book in each of our 12 categories. Head to 
windsorlibrary.com to see the complete challenge and print your own copy.  

 

The Cadaver King and the Country Dentist : a true story of injustice in the American South by Radley 
Balko and Tucker Carrington 

A journalist and criminal defense lawyer combine their knowledge about wrongful convictions in 
Mississippi to expose a corrupt system, with a keen focus on a lying medical examiner and a dentist who 
concocted phony evidence based on bite marks on the bodies of crime victims. A horrifying exposé of 
how a few individuals can infect an entire state’s criminal justice system.  

 

 

Something Rich and Strange: Selected Stories by Ron Rash 

Rash brilliantly illuminates the tensions between the traditional and the modern, the old and new south, 
tenderness and violence, man and nature. Though the focus is regional, the themes of Rash’s work are 
universal, striking an emotional chord that resonates deep within each of our lives. 

 

 

 

Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil by John Berendt 

Shots rang out in Savannah's grandest mansion in the misty, early morning hours of May 2, 1981. Was it 
murder or self-defense? For nearly a decade, the shooting and its aftermath reverberated throughout this 
hauntingly beautiful city of moss-hung oaks and shaded squares. John Berendt's sharply observed, 
suspenseful, and witty narrative reads like a thoroughly engrossing novel, and yet it is a work of 
nonfiction. Berendt skillfully interweaves a hugely entertaining first-person account of life in this isolated 
remnant of the Old South with the unpredictable twists and turns of a landmark murder case. 

 

The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett 

Weaving together multiple strands and generations of this family, from the Deep South to California, 
from the 1950s to the 1990s, Brit Bennett produces a story that is at once a riveting, emotional family 
story and a brilliant exploration of the American history of passing. Looking well beyond issues of 
race, The Vanishing Half considers the lasting influence of the past as it shapes a person's decisions, 
desires, and expectations, and explores some of the multiple reasons and realms in which people 
sometimes feel pulled to live as something other than their origins.  

 

 

The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead  

1960s Florida. Kept on the straight and narrow by his grandmother, Elwood Curtis is about to enroll in 
the local black college. But for a black boy in the Jim Crow South, one mistake is enough to destroy the 
future. He is sentenced to a juvenile reformatory called the Nickel Academy, whose mission statement 
says it provides "physical, intellectual and moral training" so the delinquent boys in their charge can 
become "honorable and honest men." In reality, the sadistic staff beats and sexually abuses the students, 
corrupt officials and locals steal food and supplies, and any boy who resists is likely to disappear "out 
back." He meets Turner, who knows that the world is crooked, and that the only way to survive is to 

scheme and avoid trouble. A decision creates repercussions that will echo down the decades.   

 

The Sport of Kings by C.E. Morgan  

The trailblazing patriarch of a proud Kentucky clan, his daughter, and a black ex-prisoner embark on an 
effort to reclaim the family's near-mythic legacy by breeding champion horses, an endeavor that is 
challenged by divided ambitions, the farm's ugly past, and a willful thoroughbred filly. Vaultingly 
ambitious, thrillingly well-written, charged with moral fervor and rueful compassion.  Kirkus starred 
review 
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