
The Women in the Castle by Jessica Shattuck  
 
In a novel set at the end of World War II, in a crumbling Bavarian castle that once played host to all 
of German high society, three widows' lives and fates become intertwined. The author makes 
sincere, evocative use of family history to explore complicity and the long arc of individual responses 
to a mass crime. A very compelling read. 
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In 1935, orphaned servant Hirut struggles to adapt to her new household as Ethiopia faces 
Mussolini's looming invasion. As the battles begin in earnest, Hirut and other women must care for 
the wounded. But when Emperor Haile Selassie goes into exile and Ethiopia is about to lose hope, 
Hirut helps to disguise a gentle peasant as the emperor to keep the fight alive. She becomes his 
guard, inspiring women to join the war against fascism. In this extraordinary, beautifully told epic, 
Hirut overcomes rape, violence, and imprisonment, finding the strength to fight for her country's 
freedom and her own. Set against the first real conflict of World War II, The Shadow King is a 
heartrending, indelible exploration of what it means to be a woman at war.        
 
The Shadow King by Maaza Mengiste 
 Narrated by Robin Miles 

   Length: 16 hours 
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Windsor Library Reading Challenge: Read a Book that Inspires You 

Welcome to 2021! We hope that receiving the All Booked Up inspires you to read something outside of what 
you would normally read. The Windsor Public Library has created our 2021 Reading Challenge and with that 
comes 12 new categories to hopefully inspire you to read outside your box. One of the categories is about 
inspiration so here you will find books that we think would fit the category: "Read a book that inspires you." 

 

The Year of Yes by Shonda Rhimes 

The creator of "Grey's Anatomy" and "Scandal" details the one-year experiment with saying 
"yes" that transformed her life, revealing how accepting unexpected invitations she would have 
otherwise declined enabled powerful benefits. When she learned to say yes to life, she learned 
to explore, empower, applaud, and love her truest self. 

 

 

The Healing Self by Deepak Chopra 

Combining the best current medical knowledge with a new approach grounded in integrative 
medicine, Chopra and Tanzi offer a groundbreaking new model of healing and the healing 
system, one of the main mysteries in the mind-body connection.                                                                   

 

 

 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood itself. I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry, and 
the wonder of words that can make the world right. Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern 
American classic beloved worldwide. 

 

 

Normal People by Sarah Rooney 

The unconventional secret childhood bond between a popular boy and a lonely, intensely 
private girl is tested by character reversals in their first year at a Dublin college that render one 
introspective and the other social, but self-destructive. 

 

 

 

Less by Andrew Sean Greer 

Receiving an invitation to his ex-boyfriend's wedding, Arthur, a failed novelist on the eve of his 
fiftieth birthday, embarks on an international journey that finds him falling in love, risking his 
life, reinventing himself, and making connections with the past. 
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“An opportunity means change. An opportunity means action. But most of all, 
an opportunity means the chance of failure. And it's the potential for failure, 
more than failure itself, that stops so many people from beginning anything.” 
Black Buck by Mateo Askaipour 


