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No, But I Read the Book 

Staff Pick 

Magnolia Table: A Collection of Recipes for Gathering (Volumes 1 & 2) by Joanna 
Gaines 
With the release of the Magnolia Network, available through Discovery+, fans of Chip and 
Joanna Gaines will once again be able to get their fill of this dynamic duo. Joanna will be 
hosting 'Magnolia Table' featuring recipes from her cookbooks of the same title. Her 
southern American cooking style will have you heading to kitchen to cook, bake, and garden 
as you nourish your family and your soul with made from scratch meals and more.  

Read All Booked Up from home! Sign up for our email newsletter at windsorlibrary.com. 

Finding Dorothy by Elizabeth Letts 
 
A richly imagined novel that tells the story behind The Wonderful Wizard of Oz , the book that inspired the iconic 
film, through the eyes of author L. Frank Baum's intrepid wife, Maud--from the family's hardscrabble days in South 
Dakota to the Hollywood film set where she first meets Judy Garland. 
Maud Gage Baum, widow of the author of the book The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, met Judy Garland, the young 
actress playing the role of Dorothy on the set of The Wizard of Oz in 1939. At the time, Maud was seventy-eight and 
Judy was sixteen. In spite of their age difference, Maud immediately connected to Judy--especially when Maud 
heard her sing "Over the Rainbow," a song whose yearning brought to mind the tough years in South Dakota when 
Maud and her husband struggled to make a living--until Frank Baum's book became a national sensation. 

This wonderfully evocative two-stranded story recreates Maud's youth as the rebellious daughter of a leading suffragette, and the 
prairie years of Maud and Frank's early days when they lived among the people--especially young Dorothy--who would inspire Frank's 
masterpiece. Woven into this past story is one set in 1939, describing the high-pressured days on The Wizard of Oz film set where Judy 
is being badgered by the director, producer, and her ambitious stage mother to lose weight, bind her breasts, and laugh, cry, and act 
terrified on command. As Maud had promised to protect the original Dorothy back in Aberdeen, she now takes on the job of 
protecting young Judy. 

http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2169533__Sthe other widow__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2133088__Slast mile__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2124893__S15th affair__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2180624__Sdream home__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2131128__Smiss julia inherits a mess__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2131118__Sthe 14th colony__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2166452__Shide away__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt
http://lci-mt.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2130601__Smost wanted__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=cobalt


Windsor Library Reading Challenge: Read a Book About Religion 

Mourner's Bench by Sanderia Faye  

This is the excellent story of a young girl coming to terms with religion, race and gender while navigating 
the terrain of early adolescence and trying to settle into her place in her family and community.  

 

 

 

 

The Gospel According to Harry Potter: Spirituality in the Stories of the World's Most Famous Seeker by 
Connie Neal 

In this inspiring consideration of the spiritual themes in the popular Harry Potter series, well-known 
Christian author and Harry Potter fan Connie Neal explores the world of magic and mystery created by J. 
K. Rowling alongside the stories and grand themes of the Bible. Contrary to those who reject the series 
as a threat to the Christian faith, Neal demonstrates how the lessons in Harry Potter not only echo many 
of the stories in the Bible but reinforce the central messages of Christianity. 

 

Burqas, Baseball, and Apple Pie: Being Muslim in America by Ranya Tabari Idliby 

A powerful memoir of being a Muslim woman and mother in post-9/11 America. It touches the soul of 
the reader and brings home the simple truth that the heart of America and the heart of Islam can indeed 
beat together as one. 

 

 

 

The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan 

In 1967, Bashir Khairi, a twenty-five-year-old Palestinian, journeyed to Israel with the goal of seeing the 
beloved stone house with the lemon tree behind it that he and his family had fled nineteen years earlier. 
To his surprise, when he found the house he was greeted by Dalia Eshkenazi Landau, a nineteen-year-old 
Israeli college student, whose family left fled Europe for Israel following the Holocaust. On the stoop of 
their shared home, Dalia and Bashir began a rare friendship, forged in the aftermath of war and tested 
over the next half century in ways that neither could imagine on that summer day in 1967. Sandy Tolan 
brings the Israeli-Palestinian conflict down to its most human level, demonstrating that even amid the 

bleakest political realities there exist stories of hope and transformation. 

 

Talking to God: prayers for children from the world's religion selected and illustrated by Demi         

In this beautifully illustrated book of short prayers from major world religions, award-winning 
author Demi shows children the great value of talking to God. Here they will find many time-
honored favorites, including prayers of praise, prayers of petition, prayers of gratitude, and prayers 
of blessing. Taking readers on a fascinating journey across the globe, Demi's stunning illustrations 
celebrate the life of prayer shared by all the world's religions. Religions featured are Judaism, 

Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Shintoism, American Plains Indian, and Central African.  

 

Acting on Faith by Diane Faires Beadle  

Different faiths, shared hopes. Are we more alike than we know? In 30 first-person stories from eight 
different faith traditions, hear from people whose faith inspires acts of justice and love amidst our world's 
violence and divisions. Gain a deeper understanding of the diverse beliefs practiced by your neighbors 
and our shared hopes for building a better world. Reflection questions with each chapter make this book 
perfect for small group study or read as a private devotional. Acting on Faith inspires hope and 
encourages personal action through concrete examples of faithfulness, justice, and love from those on 
the front lines of activism and advocacy. 
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